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As chief of NCI’s POB Dr. Widemann oversees an active basic, translational and
clinical research program for children and young adults with hematologic and
solid malignancies. Dr. Widemann joined the NCI in 1992 as a pediatric
hematology oncology fellow after having obtained her MD and completed
pediatric residency at the University of Cologne in Germany. Her research has
been focused on drug development and early clinical trials for children with
refractory solid tumors or genetic tumor predisposition syndromes, in
particular neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1). The work of her research team on NF1
resulted in the first U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved medical
therapy, the MEK inhibitor selumetinib, for children with NF1 and inoperable,
symptomatic plexiform neurofibroma. She received tenure at the NIH in 2009
and became the Chief of the POB in 2016. Dr. Widemann is a member of the
Association of American Physicians and recipient of the AACR-Joseph H.
Burchenal Award for Outstanding Achievement in Clinical Cancer Research.
She has authored more than 200 original scientific papers, reviews, and book
chapters, and has conducted many clinical trials.


